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OBulg. mladu, ' jung, zart/ Lat. mollis, ' soft, tender, pliant, sup- 
ple, flexible,' Gk. juaAa/cc's, ' soft, gentle, remiss/ OE. melwe, ' mel- 
low, soft ' : Skt. mdrdati, ' reibt, zerdriiekt, reibt auf/ Goth, ga- 
malivjan, ' zermalmen, zerknirschen,' malma, ' Sand,' ON. malmr, 
' Metall, Erz ' ; Skt. tdruna-h, ' jung, zart,' Gk. Tepyv, ' smooth, soft, 
delicate ' : Lat. tero, Gk. reipm, ' rub, grind.' 

In like manner OHG. samfti, semfti, ' sanft, f acilis, placidus,' 
MHG. semfte, senfte, sanft, 'leicht, bequem; welch, zart. sanft; 
sanftmiitig, zahm, milde, willfahrig, freundlich; wohlgefallig, an- 
genehm,' senfte, ' Euhe, ruhiges Leben, Gemachlichkeit ; Annehm- 
lichkeit,' MLG. saclite, safte, ' sanft, weich, milde, angenehm, leise, 
langsam, leicht,' MDu. sachte, saft, ' weak, mild, quiet, gentle, slow/ 
OE. seft(e), 'not accompanied with discomfort, easy, mild, com- 
fortable; mild, gentle (person)/ soft(e), ' quiet (sleep) ; luxurious, 
comfortable (bed) ; not stern, gentle/ NE. soft, ' sanft, weich, 
schwach, einfaltig' may be compared with Gk. ij/ai<o, 'crush, 
grind/ tfrafapi's, ' friable, crumbling/ ^(6%a>, ' rub out/ </<a>Xos, 
' sand, dust/ i^a/Wtos, a/juxOos, ON. sandr, OHG. sant, ' sand/ 
Skt. bhas-, 'zermalmen, kauen' (see Walde, p. 667). 

H. 0. Sohwabe. 
University of Michigan. 



THE VOWEL-CHANGE IN VAN, VON 

The facility with which one may employ the ablaut-theory to 
explain the variant vocalism of any word is no doubt responsible 
for the tenacity with which that mode of explanation is adhered to. 
Some recent grammarians, e. g. Lasch, Mittelniederdeutsche Gram- 
matih §38 (Cf. Braune, Ahd. Gramm. §25), do, however, enter- 
tain doubts as to the correctness of placing forms like van, von; 
anti, enti, inte, unde; af, of, under the rubric of ablaut. Others, 
e. g. Schatz, Altbair. Gramm. § 6, and Eranck, Altfrdnk. Gramm. 
§ 9, persist in the traditional view. 

In my article on the conjunction und (Hesperia, Nr. 8, page 
20 1), I believe I have shown the untenableness of the ablaut- 
theory when applied to the various forms of the conjunction (anti, 
enti, inti, unde, etc.). What we have here is the gradual evolution 
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from anti, found only in the very oldest documents, to the form 
unde, found only in the latest. Likewise is the assumption of 
ablaut in the case of Gothic jah, OHG. joh very doubtful. The 
latter form (joh) may very well be explained as a contraction of 
ia-\- auh (p. 10 f.). 

Just as little as the above-mentioned words owe their vocalism to 
a primitive ablaut, so improbable is the assumption of ablaut in 
the case of fona, fana, vane, van, von. To be sure, this preposition 
is not found in Gothic, Old Norse, or Anglo-Saxon, but its original 
Germanic form may be easily reconstructed. For our purpose, it is 
quite immaterial whether we assume a formation of *apa (Greek 
cwro) -|- no-suffix, or a compound of the two prepositions af -\- ana 
(Cf. Engl. upon). In either case, we would expect a form *fana 
with medial a, which actually occurs in a few of the oldest OHG. 
documents : in the Carmen ad Deum only fana is found (we shall 
for the moment disregard the final a) ; in the glosses to Gregory's 
Cura Pastoralis (Cf. Schatz § 6) ; in the half -Latin, half-German 
poem de Heinrico, fane; in the fragment of the Trier er Capitular e, 
vane by the side of two examples of vona. 

In Old Saxon the form fan is by far the more usual. In Middle 
Netherlandish van is the rule. But in Old Frisian, according to 
Eichthofen (Altfriesisches Worterbuch, page 749 ), 1 the form fan 
still occurs only in the Westerloo mss. W and 8. 

If, therefore, fan (a) with medial a may very well be assumed as 
the original form of the preposition, then fon(a) must be regarded 
as a secondary development. It has been frequently observed that 
an a before a following nasal loses its peculiar vocalic quality and 
approaches that of an open o. Cf. the examples given by Singer, 
PBB. xi, 288. To be sure, Paul, PBB. vi, 186, and Osthoff, Morpho- 
logische Untersuchungen, rv, 340, maintain that the o in fon, fona 
is an old sound which owes its origin to the secondary stress of the 
syllable containing it. But Paul otherwise recognizes this change 
of a to o before m and n: "Wir haben gesehen, dass a vor m in 
alien Dialekten als o oder weiter entwickelt als u 2 erscheint, ebenso 
vor n im Ahd. und Alts, in der schwachen Deklination." 

The final vowel a (the original final vowel was lost in accordance 
with Westphal's law) owes its origin to an analogical transference 

1 Cf. G. Walter, Der Wortschats des Altfriesisohen, page 55. 

2 Cf. the form mm, Lasoh, Mnd. Gramm., § 38. 
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from forms like ana, fora (Gothic ana, faura), which have in their 
turn received the final a out of composition (Cf. Goth, ana-biudan, 
ana-minds; faura-dauri, f aura-gag go)? Thus are explained the 
double forms with and without the final a: fon, fona. In Tatian, 
the form fona is found only twice. In Otfrid it is by far not so 
common as fon. 

Another preposition that is on account of its vowel-change often 
found under the caption ablaut is af, of. No one, I suppose, doubts 
the priority of the former form, which has maintained itself intact 
in stressed syllables. Of is the proclitic form and arose later. In 
Gothic it is not found, in OHG. and OS. very seldom (Cf. PBB. 
vi, 191). 

Edward H. Sehrt 
Bryn Mawr College. 



METRICAL AFFINITIES OF THE SHREWSBURY OFFI- 
CIUM PASTORUM AND ITS YORK CORRESPONDENT 

Although some resemblances of the Shrewsbury fragments to 
certain York plays, particularly the shepherd's play, have already 
been pointed out, the close metrical relation has not, in my opinion, 
been sufficiently stressed. Whatever relation may exist between the 
Shrewsbury Officium Resurrectionis and Officium Peregrinorum 
and the corresponding York mysteries is obscured by the fact that 
the York resurrection play is quite obviously, and the York pilgrim 
play quite probably, a working over of an older church play. Thus 
all convincing comparisons must be drawn from the Officium 
Pastorum of Shrewsbury and that of York. In speaking of the 
general similarity of these two plays, Mr. Waterhouse says, "As 
far as one can judge, the Shrewsbury play in its complete form 
would be about equal in length to the York play, probably contain- 
ed the same ideas a little differently expressed, and — in the text 
handed down to us — has one stanza almost identical with a stanza 
in the York play, a coincidence which in the complete version may 

3 J. Schmidt, Kuhns Zeitschrift, xxvi, 20 f. 



